Ghost Birds

A SIBERIAN LEGEND SAY'S THAT CRANES ARE NOT
BIRDS, AT ALL. They arebravewarriorswho
weredainin battle. Instead of going to their
graves, these heroesreturned tolifeasmajestic
white birds—ghost birds.

Swans, too  haveacentra placein
themythsand stories

of many cultures

around the world. They even
have their own congdlation.
VisbleinWisconan's summer sky,

“Cygnus’ spreadsitswingsgracefully over the
Milky Way.

Somethingin swansand cranes—their size,
their beauty, their haunting calls; their fidelity to
their mates; their exuberancein danceorin

flight—touchesthe soul andimaginaion
of mankind in some inexpressible
way, and leaves us better for it. But
fordl that humans revereand

celebratethe
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swans and cranes, we have not
always treated themwith reverence.
The trumpeter swan, NorthAmerica's
largest waterfowl, ¥ washunted nearly to

extinction 100 yearsago. Thewhooping
crane, therarest and most endangered crane
species, wasreduced to amere handful of
survivorsby 1940. The Siberian crane,
deprived of habitat, facesthevery redl
prospect of extinctioninthe near future.

We nearly made ghosts of them,

driving themfrom their habitatsand hunting themto
near extinction. But with ingenuity, determination, and
hard work, we arerestoring trumpeter swansand
whooping cranestotheir historic ranges, and giving
the serioudy-threatened Siberian cranesanother
chanceat survival.
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Inhisnew book, Chasingthe Ghost Birds, author
David Sakrisontdlsthe story of three magnificent
speciesand the peoplewho areworking diligently to
savethem—hbiologists, conservationists, aviculturigs,
pilots, graduate students, benefactors, and volunteers.
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a book by
David Sakrison

The exciting behind-the-scenes story of
three major conservation projects:

e Restoring trumpeter swans to
Wisconsin and the Midwest

e Saving the whooping crane by
creating a new W sconsin-to-Florida
migratory flock

e A Wsconsin conservationist’s
historic flight across Russia to help
save the Sberian crane



Inearly 1989, Wisconsin Governor Tommy
Thompson madeaphonecall tohisfriend

airplane. | know your company hasa
Citation V businessjet that you fly all

Chasing the Ghogt Birdsis

“atrue conser Vati on Terry Kohler, aprominent Sheboygan busi- thetime. | sther eany chanceyou might
” nessman. It went somethinglikethis: bewillingtofly up therewith our guys,
adventure and help them out by bringing theeggs

Thompson: “Terry,

“A thorough, accurate, and
engaging account of how species
can make a comeback.”

— Tom Sehn, Whooping Crane Coordinator,
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

“A fine, detailed, behind-the-scenes
look at the efforts to bring back

two of the most magnificent birdsin
North America. .. informative and

a masterful read.”

— Sumner Matteson, Avian Biologist,
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

“A remarkable chronicle’ told with
“balance, accuracy, and lucid

detail.” — George Archibald, co-founder
and Senior Conservationist, | nternational

Crane Foundation, Baraboo, Wisconsin

our Wisconsin
DNR has put
together aplan
tore-establish
trumpeter swans
intoWisconsin.
Wearegoingto
becollectingthe
Sswan eggsin
Alaskawith the
help of theU.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service, and then wehave
totransport them back toWisconsintothe
MilwaukeeZootoincubateand hatch
them beforereleasingthem intothewild
here.

“Themajor problemwehaveisthat a
commer cial flight down from Alaska
involvesmany hour sand multiple
transfers, all thetimecarrying abox of 50
to 60 swan eggsin on€e'slap on the

back?”
Kohler: “When do weleave?’

For Terry Kohler and hiswifeMary, it was
thebeginning of an adventurethat has
grown toincludetrumpeter swans, Siberian
cranes, and whooping cranes.

Chasingthe Ghost Birdsfollowstheir

journey totell thestory of threeof the
most impor tant and most celebr ated
conser vation effortsof our time. No other
book hasdescribed any of thesethree
projectsin such scopeand detail.
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